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Quiet Kingmaker of Las Vegas pulls back the 
curtain on how Parry Thomas helped 
build modern Las Vegas. While others 
scoffed at the desert gambling outpost, 
Thomas envisioned the resort metropolis 
it would become. Taking charge of a tiny 
bank, he loaned money to casino opera-
tors. Thomas’ willingness to finance the 
boys with shady pasts helped transform 
Las Vegas into an international tourist 
mecca.

In Quiet Kingmaker, Thomas, who oper-
ated largely out of the spotlight, reveals 
how he and other Las Vegas pioneers 
made it all happen. Interviewed by Jack 
Sheehan, Thomas describes deals he 

made to build and expand Strip hotels 
and provides fresh insights into the How-
ard Hughes years, and a young upstart 
named Steve Wynn. Thomas gave him 
his start in Las Vegas, Wynn went on to 
develop the Mirage, Treasure Island, Bel-
lagio, and Wynn resorts.

With Thomas’ unique insights and the 
book’s diversity of voices, Quiet Kingmaker 
is a valuable historical record of this 
unlikeliest of cities.

•	Author appearances, book-signings, 
media interviews

•	National newspaper ad campaign

•	Book website

Quiet Kingmaker
of Las Vegas: E. Parry Thomas

About the 
Author
Jack Sheehan 
has written 15 
books, includ-
ing Buried Lies, 
Skin City, The 
Players, Above 
Las Vegas, Golf 
Forever, Chicken 
Soup for the Golfer’s Soul, Embedded Balls, 
Living in Cancerville, and Class of ‘47. He 
has also written screenplays, co-
hosted and produced a TV series, True 
Vegas. Sheehan won the Lowell Thomas 
award for outstanding travel article, 
the Nevada Screenwriters Award, and 
was named outstanding feature writer 
in the West. He lives in Las Vegas with 
wife, Carol, and children, J.P. and Lily.

For about 25 years 
Parry Thomas 
was Eeny, Meeny, 
Miney, and there 
was no Mo. If you 
wanted to … buy 
a casino … he was 
the one guy.”

— Steve Wynn


